
True Leaders Teach Humility
 By Father Vladimir Bizjak

I have had a privilege that not 
many people or priests have had: 
being Rome during the election of 
a Pope. Only God knows why I am 
here in Rome this academic year 
and why I live in the Vatican (in 
the German college Campo Santo 
Teutonico), only few meters away 
from the House of Santa Marta 
where the new Pope Francis still 
lives.

I was in the library when my 
classmate told me that the pope 
Benedict  XVI announced his 
resignation. My first response was 
laughter. I thought it was a joke. 
When I was convinced that it was 
true, I didn’t know what to think and 
what to feel. It was so unexpected. 
We were all wondering, sharing 
opinions, searching for the motives. 
However, we were all sure about one 
thing: Cardinal Ratzinger, as Pope 
Benedict was one of the greatest 
theologians of Vatican II era to the 
present. His authority, not only as 
Pope, but also as a person and as a 
theologian, is incontestable.

There were many priests and 
faithful in Rome who found it 
difficult to reconcile themselves 
with this act. They experienced his 
resignation as a kind of giving up. 
They wondered why they should 
persist if our leader did not. The 
Pope’s retirement discouraged them 
in their vocation. Were they overly 

attached to the idealistic picture of 
the Pope and the external signs of 
Church hierarchy? I think that all of 
us should stop a bit here and reflect 
on this.

I view the resignation of Pope 
Benedict XVI in a different light 
now. On the day of his resignation I 
had some questions. Now I see that 
he humbly did what he thought best 
for the Church. This is not a new 
reality. He presented himself as a 
“humble servant” at the moment of 
his election. I did not give it much 
thought at the time. I considered it 
as a part of artificial, stereotypical 
Church language. As priests we 
often use this type of language and 
other idealistic phrases far from 
everyday experience. However, with 
his last act Benedict XVI confirmed 
that he wasn’t exaggerating at the 
beginning. I attended both his last 
Angelus and his last public audience. 
Beyond the enthusiasm of the crowd, 
I experienced as never before Pope 
Benedict’s closeness and humanity.

At the University I am taking a 
course about “spiritual friendship”. 
I never realized before that Pope 
Benedict already spoke about 
friendship and genuine human 
relationships many times before. 
The more I reflected on this, the 
more I realized that it was true. 
Before his resignation, I thought 
of him as a bit distant and too 

focused on traditional liturgical 
ornamentation. Pope Benedict bore 
the external signs of power and 
position. However, this time I heard 
him speaking very personally. He 
was speaking also about friendship 
and this impressed me as being very 
close to the simple people. In a sense, 
Pope Benedict “stepped from the 
throne” of theological theories. He 
became very genuine, opening his 
heart and expressing his gratitude. 
Pope Benedict became a friend to 
us. As I listened to him, I felt that 
he was really accepting me, and all 
of us, as we are. And through him I 
felt myself accepted by the heavenly 
Father. I could imagine the Father, 
stepping from his powerful heavenly 
throne towards my fragile human 
reality, expressing his closeness and 
understanding.

I admired Pope Benedict’s ability 
to make himself small and humble, 
even though he held the highest 
position. In the Incarnation, God 
humbles himself and becomes a man, 
one among us. Jesus was an ordinary 
man one, without a title or social 
position. The Pope’s resignation 
shows his capability not to cling to 
his position and power, but to feel 
comfortable by letting it go. I wonder 
how this attitude can be lived also 
among us priests. In our fraternities, 
are we able to accept one another 
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O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and 
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him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always. 
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul, 
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline 
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him 
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray 
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Fraternity Financial Report

We are blessed to hear on the words 
of our new Holy Father, Pope 
Francis. His words to priests 

during the Chrism Mass are especially apropos, 
even as we mark the fifty days of the Easter 
Season. Here are some of his thoughts.

In speaking about the precious oil that 
anointed Aaron, Pope Francis said that

“…the precious oil which anoints the head 
of Aaron does more than simply lend fragrance 
to his person; it overflows to ‘the edges’. The 
Lord will say this clearly: his anointing is meant 
for the poor, prisoners and the sick, for those who 
are sorrowing and alone. The ointment is not 
intended just to make us fragrant, much less to be 
kept in a jar, for then it would become rancid…
and the heart bitter.”

In other words: priests are not anointed for 
their own sake. The unction is given to us for the 
service of others.

The Holy Father identified what makes a 
good priest. “…a good priest can be recognized 
by the way his people are anointed.” A good priest 
is a vehicle, conveying God’s gifts to his people. 
Pope Francis also said “that our people like to 
hear the gospel preached with ‘unction’.” Our 
preaching should touch their daily lives because 
we have prayed over their realities: their troubles, 
joys, burdens and hopes.

In the Spirit of Pentecost, Pope Francis 
encouraged his priests to “go out” in order to 
experience one’s own anointing. We are to go 
out to the “outskirts” of humanity, where there 
is bloodshed longing for peace, where there is 
blindness longing for sight. The Pope reminded 
us that we would not encounter the Lord 
through introspective soul-searching. We would 
encounter the Lord when we give

“…ourselves and the gospel to others. 
Giving what little ointment we have to those 
who have nothing, nothing at all. Those who 
do not go out of themselves will only become 
intermediaries, managers. We know the 
difference: the intermediary, the manager ‘has 
already received his reward’, and since he doesn’t 
put his own skin and his own heart on the line, he 
never hears a warm, heartfelt word of thanks.”

This is precisely why some priests grow 
dissatisfied, who end up…sad priests, in some 
sense becoming collectors of antiques or novelties, 

One of the objectives for the Fraternity 
of Priests is to inform our donors about 
the ongoing financial health and details 
of the organization.  We’re providing this 
information to help communicate our 
specific need and to thank those many 
faithful benefactors who help make our 
service possible.  Thank you! 

instead of being 
shepherds living 
with “the smell 
of the sheep”…
shepherds in the 
midst of their 
flock.

P o p e 
Francis’ final 
words to the 
priests were: 
“ o n e  t h i n g 
that counts is 
unc t ion-not 
function.” This 
has been the 
Fraternity message for thirty years!

In addressing the laity, he said, “be close 
to your priests with affection and with your 
prayers, that they may always be shepherds 
according to God’s heart.”

Thank you Holy Father Francis! What great 
words as we celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the Fraternity. And thank you, lay faithful, 
for your affection, prayers and financial 
support. May the season of Easter bring us 
renewed faith and hope for the church and the 
priesthood!

Fraternally, 

Editor’s Box:

Please send articles, 
comments, and 

 photos to the  FOP 
Newsletter editor,   
Fr. Bob Franco via  

e-mail at   
editor@fraternityofpriests.org  
or fax to 440-327-2204.  

Newsletter material from 
all Fraternity members is 
gratefully accepted. Any 
submissions will help make 
each issue better!
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Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

with care? Are we able to forget 
about our position and needs and 
step into the brother’s reality? Do 
we help our brothers feel understood 
and accepted? I wonder if we are 
“spiritual friends” as the pope speaks 
about friendship. We are brothers, 
but are we also friends? These are 
questions for another article.

The Pope, at his last public 
audience stressed the fact that the 
Church is not his, not ours, but she 
belongs to the Lord. What a beautiful 
reminder and remedy for us priests! 
Sometimes we become too attached to 
our social status, Church role or even 
our own accomplishments. Often 
we like to stress our distinctiveness 
within the people of God for fear of 
losing their respect. This reminder 
is also for lay people, who can act 
as owners of the parish. Some laity 
treat the Church as an organization 
guided by their own capabilities and 
not as God’s property.

Other times we tend to treat the 
gifts of the Spirit as our property and 
we build our identity on them. So we 
can use them to increase our self-
image and to make an impression 
on people. We forget to use them as 
humble servants, ready to renounce 
them and give them back anytime 
the Lord asks us-without losing 
our human, Christian and priestly 
dignity. Are we attached to the Lord 
or to his gifts?

The next thing about the Pope’s 
resignation, besides being humble, 
was his ability and courage of 
accepting the reality. He made an 
uncomfortable decision. Actually, 
true humility is always based on an 
accurate perception of reality and 
to accept it as it is. Pope Benedict 
said that he prayed and reflected 

...continued from page 1   and then he made the decision. He 
prayerfully overcame the argument 
that “nobody for centuries did such a 
thing, so I have to keep the tradition”. 
Pope Benedict was able to admit that 
he no longer had strength to carry 
out such demanding service. He 
was able to admit before the whole 
world that he is weak. We will never 
know how much courage he needed 
for such a step and how many tears 
he had to fight back. He needed the 
encouragement of the Spirit to do it.

As  pr ies ts  we of ten  have 
problems of accepting the reality, 
especially in times of difficulties 
and failure. This is the case in our 
country (Slovenia) in recent years 
as we have experience considerable 
drop in Church attendance. There is 
also a vocation drought. It is difficult 
to accept and admit our weaknesses, 
especially in the front of the others. 
And it is probably even more difficult 
to decide to change something to 
try to remedy the reality of our 
weakness. Natural instinct pushes 
us to demonstrate power even more 
when we feel that we are losing it. 
Are we capable, as Pope Benedict 
XVI, to make the decisions, maybe 
not in favor of our prestige, but in 
accordance with the reality? This 
is not a sign of giving up, but of 
simply accepting the new reality 
with confidence. Perhaps the Lord 
is calling us to a new phase of our 
vocation. The Lord can do something 
big and new out of our weakness and 
obedience.

My time in Rome also witnessed 
the recent testimony of the Cardinals. 
Why? Nobody expected the election 
of such a Pope. None of the analyses 
of the Church and secular experts 
put him on the list of candidates. 
However, Holy Spirit did! For me 

Rev. Vlado Bizjak is a priest from Slovenia 
and a member of the Board for the Fraternity.

this election was a new proof not 
only that Holy Spirit works and 
leads the Church in his own ways not 
according to our plans (as we all well 
know), but also that the Cardinals 
were again real instruments in his 
hands. We should not doubt it in the 
first place, but see it as an extra sign. 
It is not so easy to be an instrument. 
I wonder again, how much courage 
the cardinals needed to elect a Pope 
who they knew not to be a classic 
Curia man. Perhaps they were a bit 
drunk on the Holy Spirit! And would 
they have elected him if they knew 
before that he will name himself 
Francis? Some of the Cardinals 
give the impression that they have a 
penchant for nobility. In any event, 
they found the courage to step out of 
their comfort zone. They found the 
courage to make a change and direct 
the Church in the way of simplicity. 
They chose a man who does not care 
much about enjoying high society. 
Pope Francis is a man who likes to 
make himself a brother and friend 
to everyone. Simplicity is another 
topic that can be treated at another 
time. However, for the moment, let 
us be grateful for the lessons and 
example of humility and openness 
to new paths given to us by the Pope 
emeritus Benedict, Pope Francis and 
the Cardinals!

Mark your Calendars! 
The 2013 Priests, Deacons, and 
Seminarians Retreat at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville in Ohio 
from June 17-21, 2013.  For details, 
call 800-437-8369 or visit online at 
FranciscanConferences.com.


